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will be necessary to change it.    It is idle to argue
that the Dominions have done very well as they s
are, for the plain reason that neither they nor the
world can  long  remain   what   they have   been.
They grew up when freedom seemed to have been
firmly and finally established.    They have now seen
forces unloosed which have shaken it to its very
foundations.    Time was when their strength would
have added little to the bulwarks erected against
those forces.    But already their numbers are equal
to  one-third  of the  British  Isles.    Already the
child is born who will live to see Canada  alone
with a population larger than that of the United
Kingdom.    Is it seriously to be argued that the
people of the Dominions, and especially those of
Canada,, can spend millions of money and thousands
of lives in a struggle like this and yet continue to
leave the issues of peace and war to ministers over
whom they have no control ?    The particular diffi-
culties  which   alienated   the   American  colonies
have been happily passed.    Had the principles of
responsible government been understood and applied
in time, the secession of those colonies need never
have taken place.    But had the United States re-
mained as one of the  Dominions of the  British
Commonwealth, is it thinkable that those hundred
millions  could still be committed to  peace  and
war by ministers responsible only to the people of
the British Isles ?    The question admits of but one
answer, and the same answer must be applied not
only to Canada but to Australia, New Zealand, and
South Africa.    As sure as day follows the night,
the time will come when they will have to assume
the burden of the whole of their affairs.    For men